Kids Voting suggested reading on voting, political processes, civic participation, government and US history.  Most of the comments on the books are from the book jacket or publisher.


Duck for President  by Doreen Cronin  Grades K-3. Really wonderful.  Also wrote Click, Clack, Moo  a great book on activism and getting your voice heard.

Madam President…by Lane Smith

Grades K- 3    A young girl imagines her day as President.  Wonderful illustrations paired with clever childlike  definitions of the President's duties.

Woodrow for President:  A Tail of Voting, Campaigns and Elections by Peter Barnes 

Grades K - 2…."This is a remarkable book that is bursting with educational content while capturing the interest and imagination of children.  Woodrow for President is a treasure for every elementary classroom."  Michael J. Berson, Ph.D, Social Science Education, University of South Florida

Vote!  by Eileen Christelow. Grades 2-5.  Ms. Christelow was inspired to write Vote! After she asked teachers if they had any books to use when discussing voting with young kids and they said there wasn't much available.

Our 50 States; A family adventure across America by Lynne Cheney and Robin Preiss Glasser Grades 2 -5 Fiction

The beauty and diversity of America are celebrated as three children, their parents, and their dog travel across the country in high spirits.

A More Perfect Union: The Story of Our Constitution by Betsy Maestro

Grades 2 - 4  This is the simplest and most accessible history of the Constitution to date.

Getting the Inside Scoop on Elections by Martha Searle Halter

Grades 2-5   Introduces elementary school students to political processes, campaign trails, the office of President, and political candidates in a way they can easily understand

We the Kids:  The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States by David Catrow    ages 9-12  Political Cartoonist Catrow's book is sure to inspire discussion in classrooms and around kitchen tables, this original and fun-filled book offers a distinctive expression of America's most celebrated principles - for citizens of all ages. 

If You Lived at the Time of the American Revolution by Kay Moore

Grades 3 -5   Using a lively question-and answer-format, the author explains the American Revolution not only as a war for freedom, but also as a "civil" war between the Patriots and Loyalists. Special attention is paid to the role of children in the war and to the issues affecting them 

See How They Run: Campaign Dreams, Election Schemes, and the Race to the White House  by Susan E. Goodman Grades 5 - 8  

Using witty anecdotes and clear explanations, this book takes readers from the birth of democracy to the Electoral College. See How They Run stands above the rest as the most accessible, informative, and enjoyable election book on the market.

Presidential Elections and other Cool facts  by Syl Sobel

Grades 3 - 5   Guiding young readers through the complicated process of determining the leader of the country, the book includes chapters on the rules for electing the president, the electoral college, the presidential campaign, and the procedure and order of succession if something happens to the president. Sprinkled throughout are fascinating tidbits on past presidents and their wives.

How the U.S. Government Works by Syl Sobel…Grades 3-5.  A complex process is explained in terms that young readers will find both interesting and understandable.  Kids will come away with an appreciation of the priceless legacy left to all Americans by the Founding Fathers.

The Kid who Ran for President by Dan Gutman  Grades 4 - 8  Fiction

This humorous, informative book will be a fun read anytime, but particularly during this election year.

Ms. Cahill for Congress by Tierney Cahill and Linden Gross Grades 5 - 12 Nonfiction

The true story of a teacher who ran a grassroots campaign for Congress with her class managing the campaign

The Misfits by James Howe.

Grades 6-8.  Fiction.  A story about four misfit middle school students that ban together to create their own political party for the student council elections.

Vote for Larry  by Linda Tashjian  Young Adult Fiction(high school)  2nd in a series of a high school activist.  A 17 year old runs for President to focus attention on youth issues.

The Everything American Government Book: From the Constitution to Present-Day Elections, All You Need to Understand Our Democratic System by Nick Ragone

Grades 5 - 12  The Everything® American Government Book unravels the complexities of our democracy and provides readers with the knowledge necessary to make the right decisions and take an active role in the management of their country.

Constitution Translated for Kids by Cathy Travis  Grade 5-10A sentence-by-sentence, article-by-article interpretation of the Constitution. The first half of the book is arranged to show the original wording of the document in one column, with a translation in simple language on the right.

American Government (Cliffs Quick Review)

By Paul Soifer

Grades 8 - 12  Get a firm grip on core concepts and key material, and test your newfound knowledge with review questions.

Most of these books can be found at local bookstores or through online stores such as Amazon.


